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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Things, they are a'changin' ! 

What things are changing? A couple of years 
ago, there was certain consternation among 
some Top Cats that more than one planned 
ride was to offered on any given weekend. 
Can you imagine more than one choice? 

Now try to imagine actually having one 
choice every weekend. It's time to rethink 
the way we have been doing things. There 
were certain "givens". It was a "given" there 
would be a Sunrise and a Sunset ride. There 
would also be a ride to Sturgis as well as a 
Progressive Dinner Ride. Same old, same old 
isn't cutting it anymore. Historically, new 
members numbered 20 - 30 each year and 
they populated many of the "standard" rides. 

Re-thinking the offerings is upon us. It's time 
to test the waters and find out what interests 
the membership more than the current fare 
being offered. At the beginning of the calen-
dar year we started asking members at the 
monthly meetings where one would like to 
ride, and what would be a great adventure. It 
seems many Top Cats are actually enjoying 
the dream and taking to the road in greater 
numbers. Those who are limited to "all roads 
lead to Lake Geneva" and those who limit 
riding time to just a couple of hours on the 
weekend are still getting out. However, we 
hardly hear any offers to lead a pick-up ride 
from any of them. No great plans are need-
ed. Just let it be known you're heading out 

and when. Meeting up is easy. You may find 
you have a ready following. 

On the other end, there seems to be quite a 
few Top Cats heading farther out on the road. 
They're wanting to see what's on the other 
side of the sunset. If you have a small group 
with whom you regularly ride, send a note to 
Windy Krepel and tell her some of the 
adventures you've encountered. Share them 
with the rest of us with an article in ROAR. 
A note to John LaMonica will get your arti-
cle published. Windy will be working with 
any member that wishe3s to share his or her 
knowledge of a great ride. The planning, the 
high spots to look for and the areas to be 
mindful are useful input for all of us who 
want to take some time to experience a great 
route. Windy is heading a group that will 
offer suggestions, assistance, and informa-
tion on places to ride on a weekend or for an 
extended ride. PLEASE, if you had a great 
ride alone or with friends, let Windy know. 
She will find a way to get that information 
out to the rest of the club. Contact her to be 
part of her new "Travelin'Team". 

Chuck 
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Alex Johnson Hotel 
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TopCats Board Meeting Minutes 
(July 18, 2006) 

Board Members: Present: Chuck Prettyman, 
Gary Brandt, Keith Zawila, Lynn Adams, Windy 
Krepel, Tom Malia,Jim Heniff, Carlton Marcyan 
Absent: Don Schaffer 

Guests: No guests in attendance. 

Proceedings: President Chuck Prettyman 
called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

The Minutes from the June meeting, previous-
ly distributed, were approved. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) reported on 
ROAR. 
Presented a proposal to acquire 2 copies of 
Quark (a professional publishing tool). This 
software will be used to do some of the basic 
formatting in order to turn our work over to the 
publisher. The software can be acquired for 
$149 per copy. While we still need to seek 
assistance to get ROAR published, this soft-
ware will help with some of the work required. 
A motion was made to approve the purchase of 
2 copies, and it was approved. 

Gary reemphasized articles need to be 
received by the 15th of the month. A discussion 
ensued on formulating a budget for the publi-
cation of ROAR. No decision was reached. 
Gary recommended we have another review of 
ROAR options at the end of the riding season. 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) reported on 
Financials. 
We currently have $5,500 in our Charity 
account, and $10,700 in our Operating 
account. A discussion followed on detailed 
reporting for the Charity ride. This can be sep-
arated and reported as requested. The finan-
cials were approved as reported. 

Lynn Adams 	(Director) 	reported on 
Membership. 
There were no new applicants to present to the 
Board for July. 

Chuck initiated a discussion on long distance 
rides. What kind of planning and organization 
is required for these to happen? Is there a new 
awareness for these types of rides? Chuck 
proposed we get some folks together to offer 
suggestions on these kinds of rides, to promote 
them, and discuss new ideas. Windy volun-
teered to follow up on this subject with the 
membership. 

Tom Malia (Director) reported on Charity. All of 
the work is progressing at a good pace. A dis-
cussion followed on various aspects of the ride 
(i.e. how is the membership responding to the 
ride, how are ticket sales going, how are other 
details for the ride coming along, what the tax 
reporting responsibilities of the Club are, what 
the tax liabilities of the raffle winner are, etc). 

Other Business: The Galena overnight ride has 
been removed from the calendar. 

We are at risk of losing the Progressive Dinner 
Ride. A discussion was held on various options 
to save it. After much discussion, Chuck volun-
teered to check for an available location, and 
well see if we can schedule it in with another 
ride, or schedule it on one of our open dates. 
Jim Heniff volunteered to be Road Captain for 
this ride. 

A discussion ensued on the lack of participation 
on many of our rides. All we can do is offer as 
many rides and options as we can, and leave it 
up to the membership to decide on what they 
want to do. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for August 15, 
7:30 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 pm. 

Respectfully submittedE.Keith Zawila 



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
(July 11, 2006) 

By Keith Zawila. 

Sgt. at Arms Bill Ryan called the meeting to 
order at 7:30 pm at Durty Nellie's. 

We welcomed the following guests: Bob Peloza 
(guest of Dan/Peggy Strickler), Pat and Cathy 
Sweeney (guest of Terry Kumro), Steve Hayer 
(guest of Dan/Peggy Strickler), Lenny Innocenzi 
(guest of Carl Marcyan), and Andy Zarow (guest 
of Emil Kornecki). 

Carl Marcyan (Treasurer): We have approx 
$10,000 in the General Operating account, and 
$4,000 in the Charity account. Carl also 
announced his law firm has made a $1,000 dona-
tion to our Charity ride. 

In Tom Malia's absence, President Chuck 
Prettyman reminded folks we have additional fly-
ers, brochures, and posters for the Charity event 
on the front tables. If anyone needs more of 
them, please contact Karlene Swearingen. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary): 
Mentioned a chance meeting he had with 

a group called Law Tigers. They are a national 
network of motorcycle lawyers who handle per-
sonal injury and wrongful death claims in behalf 
of motorcycle riders on a contingency basis. 
They provided some brochures, which were made 
available on the front table. They indicated they 
would like to be a part of our Charity Ride, and 
their information has been passed along accord-
ingly. 

Introduced Safety Committee Chair 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, who mentioned observa-
tions on sloppy riding he's witnessed at some of 
our rides lately. When the Road Captain goes 
over various items during their 'briefing', please 
follow them during the ride 

Wayne introduced John Lunde and Ric 
Case who presented 'White Rockers' to Carl 
Marcyan and Greg Smith for their recent rides. 

Craig Martens provided a safety tip on 
the subject of location. Know where you're  

going, know where you're at, and watch signs for 
information, especially if you're riding solo. This 
was brought to light after an accident this past 
weekend involving a rider up in McHenry county. 
The rider called police informing them he had 
been involved in an accident in a cornfield, but 
was unsure of his exact location. A short time 
later, he called police again. Based on the first 
two calls, police began looking for the injured 
man, but it wasn't until a passing motorist noticed 
and notified police that he was found. The 
Coroner's Office pronounced him dead on the 
scene of head, neck and chest trauma. 

Craig reminded us of proper passing tech-
niques when riding in a group. Remember your 
visibility is limited, so your sight lines become 
very important. Make sure there is room for you 
on the other side of the vehicle you're passing, so 
you don't have to 'force' a spot in front of the 
vehicle. Be conscious of oversized vehicles, and 
respect all traffic. 

Ric Case reminded everyone about the 
next GRASS class, scheduled at Connie's in 
Buffalo Grove on July 30th beginning at 9:00 
a.m. 

Chuck Prettyman, club president, encouraged 
everyone to continue their efforts selling tickets 
for the Charity Ride. He introduced Don 
Schaffer who reiterated some tips he's used to 
solicit ticket sales for the ride. In going over 
some results, Don has received about $2,500 in 
donations and ticket sales. Don also announced 
he has some 'proofs' for 6" x 9" Top Cats antenna 
flags. If you're interested in them, please contact 
Don. 

Windy Krepel (Director) provided a brief update 
on the Women's Motorcycle Conference she and 
Peggy Strickler recently attended in Georgia. 
Windy then introduced Peggy Srickler, who pro-
vided a tip on getting started going uphill. 
Remember that gravity is working against you, 
and it will take a little more throttle to get going. 
Two options are available. If you can, keep your 
right foot on the rear brake pedal. This allows 
you to have both hands on the handlebar. To get 
moving, you begin rolling on the throttle and 
releasing the clutch as you release the brake. 
Your other option is to keep both feet on the 



ground, and slowly release the clutch until you 
get into the 'friction zone'. This will hold the 
bike in place for you. When it comes time to go, 
roll on the throttle as you release the clutch to get 
underway. With either option, remember to 
practice, practice, practice. 

Gary Brandt (Vice President) 
Issues regarding ROAR are being 

addressed. We will be reverting back to our pre-
vious system to get it printed. This month's issue 
will be out shortly. 

Gary introduced Greg Smith who provid-
ed updates on our upcoming rides, and called 
upon some of the ride leaders in attendance for 
updates. Please check our website for details. 
Of special note are the following items: 

We've had 10 rides so far. August has 5 
planned, September has 4 planned, and October 
has 2 planned. We still have some open dates, so 
if you have a ride in mind, please contact Greg. 

The July 15th Dubuque ride begins at 7:30 
at the Rts 20, 47, and 72 BP gas station (Jim 
Heniff). 

The July 16th Pediatric Ride for Kids will 
begin at the Shell station at Rt 14 and Lake Cook 
Rd. Plan to be there by 7:00 am. The destination 
is Allstate Insurance in South Barrington, where 
registration opens at 7:00 a.m. 

The August 27th Tripoli Shrine ride to 
Milwaukee will be escorted by the Medinah 
Motorcorp. Windy will provide more informa-
tion next month. 

The September 24th Big Cats ride will 
start at the Broken Oar. Stefan Levy mentioned 
we'll be meeting another group of riders begin-
ning from Woodstock Harley at the sanctuary. 
Stefan also mentioned he'll be attending the 4 
Corners Rally in Durango Colorado from 8/30 -
9/4. Anyone interested in joining him, please 
contact Stefan. 

One of our most popular rides, the 
Progressive Dinner Ride (scheduled for July 
23rd) is in danger of being cancelled due to lack 
of destinations. We have until Friday, July 14th 
to get the volunteers needed to make this event 
occur. Board members who are Road Captains 
can get the routes planned on short notice, but 
without stops to make, it simply won't work. If 
you're interested in being a destination host,  

please contact Chuck. 

Lynn Adams (Director) 
Welcomed our guests and reminded them 

to please see her or Eileen Perry if they'd like 
additional information about us. 

Lynn announced that she and Eileen will 
be handling the registration for the Charity Ride. 
If you'd like to pre-register for this event, you can 
see Lynn or Eileen after the meeting. 
Registration forms will be available at our next 
meeting. 

Comments were taken from the floor. 
Various 'great' ride experiences were dis-

cussed by various members. 
Craig Martens mentioned he and Linda 

had recently stayed at a 'motorcycle only' lodge, 
and had previously stayed at a similar lodge in 
North Carolina. He said these are very friendly 
places to stay and meet up with other motorcy-
clists. To check on various places, you can go to 
www.google.com  and search for them. 

Terry Kumro mentioned the International 
BBQ Cookoff is being held at the Jack Daniel's 
Distillery in Lynchburg, Tennessee near the end 
of October. He and Cindy are planning to attend. 
If you're interested in joining them or getting 
more information about it, please contact Terry. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 pm. 



ACTIVITIES and EVENTS 
August - September 2006 

Date Ride/Event 
	

Location 	 Destination 
	Time 	Leader 

Aug 01 
Aug 02 
Aug 15 
Aug 19 
Aug 20 
Aug 27 
Sep 02 
Sep 05 
Sep 10 
Sep 12 
Sep 17 
Sep 24 

General Meeting 
Sturgis 
Board Meeting 
Wheels & Water 
Ladies Ride 
Tripoli Shrine 
Sunset Ride 
General Meeting 
Charity Ride 
Board Meeting 
Presidents Ride 
Big Cats Ride 

Durty Nellies 	 Palatine 
Bobbyes Grille 	 Rapid City, Sd 
Durty Nellies 	 Palatine 

Ride Route 12 & 120 	 Wisconsin River 
Challenger Learning Ctr Woodstock McCullom Lake 
Watch web site for details 	Milwaukee 
Watch web site for details 

	
TBD 

Durty Nellies 	 Palatine 
Pepper Family Treehouse 	Volo Auto Museum 
Durty Nellies 	 Palatine 
Watch web site for details 

	TBD 
Broken Oar 	 Valley of the Kings  

7:30pm 	C. Prettyman 
7:30am 	W. Kirkpatrick 
7:30pm 	C. Prettyman 
8:45am 	M. Heller 
9:00am 	W. Krepel 
TBD 	W. Krepel 
4:00pm 	D. Dougherty 
7:30pm 	C. Prettyman 
8:30am 	T. Malia 
7:30pm 	C. Prettyman 
TBD 	C. Prettyman 
10:00am 	S. Levy 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



experience? Why not tell us all about it. Did you 
see an obscure article in some publication that 
may be of interest to the rest of us? Let us know, 
as we can try and get permission to re-print it. 
Send your articles to John LaMonica at email 
jlamonica2@comcast.net  . 

Vice President's Forum 
August 2006 

By Gary Brandt 

Greetings Top Cats 

What a summer of riding this has been so far. 
Once again we have been blessed with a sched-
ule full of first class rides. It always helps when 
the weather cooperates the way it has been. 
August promises to be just as good with four 
rides along with the Sturgis event. We are still 
on pace to complete 23 rides for the year and 
there remain a few open weekends if you are 
interested in leading a ride. This makes four 
years in a row that the Top Cats have had this 
volume of ride opportunities. Thanks again to 
all of the Road Captains who are the ones 
responsible for this. By the way, there are quite 
a few Top Cats who need to wipe the dust off of 
their bikes and come on some rides. We miss 
you and would like to see more of you. 

An update on ROAR: Last year, as part of a 
cost savings and improvement effort the ROAR 
process was changed and we started using a new 
printer. The issue that came up this year was 
that in order to maintain the process, it required 
a massive amount of volunteer time. Sometimes 
20 to 30 hours per month. We simply do not 
have anyone who has the time or ambition to 
take this on. Not for a lack of trying, as several 
members stepped up and gave it a shot. As your 
Board Member responsible for ROAR, it was 
clear to me that we had to move quickly and get 
this resolved. Staring in late June we went back 
to a similar version of the old process. While a 
ROAR team will have the responsibility of col-
lecting articles, our previous publisher, Barry 
Hulden, will resume supporting us. There 
remain a few loose ends to tie up, but for the 
most part we are now in a position for success. 
Thanks to John LaMonica and Wayne 
Kirkpatrick for playing key roles in this effort. 

That leads us to the next issue, articles. We need 
them, we need lots of them. Did you enjoy a Top 
Cat ride or some other local event? Did you go 
somewhere on your own and have a great riding 

This year we continue to see the club evolve as 
new members become more familiar and com-
fortable and become more involved. Attrition 
this past year has been significant and at times 
we have had issues to deal with. Despite this we 
have been able to offer a diverse schedule of 
rides and of course a safe environment. The core 
of the club remains dedicated and active. 
Thanks to all who participate on our rides and 
help with committees and other activities. This is 
not an unusual situation as most clubs such as 
ours experience these cycles. It's safe to say that 
our membership numbers are stable and we can 
expect continued excellence in all that we do. 



Cruiser Track Day, an Oxymoron 
By Don (Numbersman) Schaffer 

Yea, you've been riding for years and think you know how to turn a corner. You took a couple of 
MSF classes and they taught you to counter steer your way through 10 MPH cones. Then you 
ran out of room in a 50 MPH sweeper and ended up on the wrong side of the yellow stripe with 
sparks flying from your pegs and mufflers, and praying that no one was coming in the opposite 
direction. You, my friend, need to learn and practice high speed cornering in a safer environment. 

While our brethren were cruising the roads of Iowa during the Little Sturgis ride, Top Cats Bob 
Carmody, Andy Konsewicz, and this author embarked on a journey into the unknown. Sport bike 
land. To make it even stranger, we were riding on our usual mounts, a couple of Harleys and my 
Gold Wing. What the heck do you do with an 800+ pound cruiser on a mile and one half, nine turn 
race track? You get one hell of an education and have more fun than riding the Kettle Moraine. 
Avid knee dragger Brian Wink set up the Cruiser Night event at Autobahn race track to give us a 
chance to combine a good time with life saving lessons that we took back to the roads with us. 

Only three Top Cats, out of the initial 25 who had shown an interest, actually ponied up the $100 
fee to hit the track. Our group was joined by an additional six or seven bikes from other groups. 
We were a mixed bag including a BMW 1200LT, a Honda VTX 1300, an early 1980's Honda 
Magna, an old Honda CB1000, my Gold Wing and various Harley models. The show was run by 
an organization called Sport Bike Track Time. They're a first class operation that runs sport bike 
events at tracks around the country. Monte, the head honcho, actually seemed to enjoy having 
the opportunity to educate a bunch of street riders and give us a chance to practice in an envi-
ronment that is save from cross streets, farm tractors, and opposing traffic. This was all about how 
you get into a turn, how you get out of it, how to avoid an accident, and how to do it at speed with-
out the dreaded plastic monster ruining your paint job. 

Our little crew met at the Holiday Inn in Willow Springs on a blazing hot day to make the ride out 
to Autobahn, located on the site of the old ammunition plant south of Joliet. We rode out 1-55 and 
soon were thankful that we were southbound rather than being stuck in the 12 mile long bumper 
to bumper jam up going the other way. The road into Autobahn from the south is itself, a narrow 
twisty introduction to our upcoming adventure. When we arrived, the track was populated by inter-
mediate sportbike riders in hot leathers on a 90 degree day, with not a bit of shade other than the 
tents setup by the crews. They looked so cooked that it actually made me feel comfortable in my 
Roadcrafter suit that at least has zippers and vents to let air in and out. We relaxed and watched 
the activity for an hour or so until we were called into the timer's tower for "Ground School". Monte 
worked his way around a picture of the track, explaining each turn and trying to teach us such sub-
jects as braking, suspension loading, and late apexes. An hour later we were ready to try it for 
ourselves. 

Everyone was a bit apprehensive as we lined up behind the instructors who would lead us around 
the track for the first few laps. From Monte's lecture, we knew that out of the pits we would first 
hit the gentle first turn about 15 degrees left, but that it was immediately followed by the tightest 
turn on the track, about 110 degrees. As it turned out, the first time into the secL.,,d turn out was 
the easiest we would have it, since we were coming out of the pit lane at lower speeds. On sub-
sequent laps we had to take that monster at the end of the longest straightaway on the track. A 



short straight was followed by turns three, four and five, a sweeping S turn to the right and left, 
from which you recovered to dive into another and somewhat tighter right that left no question that 
the rubber in motorcycle tires is really sticky stuff. The lead riders took us gently around the track, 
gradually increasing speed and watching us like hawks to be sure we were not getting into trou-
ble, and were following their lines. The straight before turn six invited acceleration and then grab-
bing the stoppers in a sharp 90 degree right followed by a 1000 foot straight. Even we cruisers 
could pile on some speed before slowing for a 90 degree left followed by a sharp right in turn eight, 
then accelerating through a high speed right through turn number nine before getting back onto 
the main quarter mile straight where we started. It didn't take long before the cruisers were fol-
lowing lines and leaning like sport bikes. 

Of course, that was a problem. Cruisers can't lean like sport bikes. They have things like floor 
boards, mufflers and frames that start a lot lower down than on racers. We were dragging pegs, 
mufflers and other assorted body parts in every turn. This is where the instructors got back into 
the act. They trailed us individually, watching our setup for turns and execution, then they got in 
front (and it's amazing how fast those little buggers can scoot around and in front of you) to lead 
you through turns, teaching how to run in deeper before turning in order to have more room on the 
way out. It was really counter intuitive to think that starting a turn later rather than earlier, actual-
ly decreased the need to lean on the way out, but after a bit of thought it was simple. Make the 
sharp cut when you are going slower, rather when you are accelerating out of the turn. It also real-
ly brings into focus the need to brake adequately before a turn, so you can get off of the brake and 
roll on the gas to properly unload the front suspension before you lean the bike. I kept thinking, 
as I rode, this is stuff that is impossible to learn and practice on the road without taking a chance 
of a head on collision if you miss. The instructors pretty much turned us loose to run the track at 
our own comfort level, with the caution not to pass in turns. We had a ball. None of the riders out 
there will panic when they hear and feel floorboards drag in a corner. That's the value of experi-
ence. 

The Top Cat participants have chatted since our experience and agree that it was the best money 
we have ever spent for a fun experience that brought us new tools for riding safer in difficult situ-
ations. We are all ready to do it again. 

Oh yes, no cruisers passed the Wing with the old guy on its back. Eat your hearts out Harley rid-
ers. Maybe some day Milwaukee will add some horsepower to go with those great looks. 



TOP CATS BIG CATS RIDE 

One of our most popular rides is coming up. The Big Cat Ride to the Valley of the Kings Sanctuary in Sharon 
Wisc. www.votk.org  , is coming on Sunday, Sept 24. The ride begins at the Broken Oar, departing at 10 AM. 
The BR has a great breakfast. They know Top Cats well and are ready to provide for us. If you've previously 
made this ride, and if you are any kind of animal person, you know how our hearts and wallets can go out 
willingly for these magnificent creatures. They are there because of the goodness and not so goodness of 
humans. Yet, when you look into their eyes and hear them roar you sense a majesty. We can get up close 
and personal with over 50 lions and tigers ( Yep, 3 bears, too, oh my and I'm not sure if they are THE Three 
Bears , though. Could be!). When they eat chicken legs from our hands ( through the fence , of course) 
and when they roar back in unison to the revs of our HD motors ( The big cats only roar for HD's , really. 
Seems the resonance is similar to their roar and they hear us as another big cat. And , after all, we are the 
Top Cats, so I guess it all fits together!). Anyway, when we get to experience these things we cannot help 
but get shivers of excitement ! When was the last time you got shivers of excitement! Come get some! 

Details are still being worked out. Some things to note are: 1) I have asked ( for 2 years now) if the 
Woodstock HD guys would want a ride up here, and they do. 2) To make matters easier for the animals, 
volunteers, and yours truly, I scheduled their ride on the same day. You will see some brothers and sisters 
in leather from the area , and I am sure Claude Sunday and company there at Woodstock HD will provide 
some after ride "stuff". Maybe music, burgers, drinks. etc. All this is being worked out. 

Stay tuned for more details of the ride. VOLUNTEERS would be great! Help to interface with Woodstock 
HD, to lead some people around the Sanctuary ( if you know it well), to assist in any of the many ways that 
make a ride like this a good for everyone. With the sad turn of the level of interest , volunteers, and par-
ticipants with respect to our cancelled progressive dinner ride and our'Sturgis ride, I don't know if the "V" 
word is a dirty ( aka politically incorrect) word. Anyone interested, please get in touch with me and let me 
know. I can be reached at 847 -462 -5980 or cell 847 - 921 -8800, along with my e-mail 
steflink@ameritech.net  . Please reach out if you love animals, want to help, have participated and enjoyed 
this ride in the past, or are curious to try something different. I will lead a pre-ride up there soon ( TBA) 
on some sunny day and will take all volunteers and friends and family that day ( a little encouragement to 
llv ii ).  

One other note. There is a rally that I have not been to in Durango, Colorado called the Four Corners Rally 
and / or the Thunder in the Rockies. I will be riding out there from August 25 through Sept 5. The rid-
ing there is spectacular and matches most anyplace in the U.S. to which I have been or heard about. Roads, 
plus lots of bike stuff and the added carrot of a Blues Fest in a town called Trinidad located about 200 odd 
miles to the east of Durango. If you think you'd want to hook up, it should be a super time. I'd love the 
camaraderie , so anyone wanting to know more and maybe hook up, please contact me. Check out 
www.rallyintherockies.com  and www.trinidaddio.com  for more info. 

Ride safe, and volunteer. This has been, and can continue to be, a great club. The board members cannot 
do everything. New people ( that's YOU) need to step up and get involved. Everyone wins then! 

Later, 

Stefan Levy - Weyeld 
Top Cats Road Captain 
Big Cat Ride 



Kaution Korner 	DUBUQUE RIDE, Second Time Around 
By Jim Heniff 

By Windy Krepel 

PASSING SIGNALS 

Everyone has heard the reminders about passing hand 
signals back and front. The last time I heard it said it 
made me think everyone knows how to pass a signal 
back, but do we take for granted knowing how to pass 
a signal forward. It is everyone's duty to watch in their 
mirror for signals from behind. 

Here is a short explanation how to pass a signal for-
ward. 

First, try to get in view of the person to your oblique 
side mirror so that they can see you or your signal. If 
that isn't readily working, very carefully you can come 
up to that person's side to get their attention so they 
can pass your signal forward. Do this only when space 
in the road will safely allow for this. 

Secondly, try to take advantage of stop signs or stop 
lights where you will be side by side. Don't be afraid 
to holler out to get someone's attention at a stop. 

Most of the signals that need to go forward should be 
made soon enough to allow you the time to be able to 
pass the signal (i.e. someone needs gas they should 
give the signal soon enough for the road captain to be 
looking for an available station). In case of an imme-
diate emergency, pull over as soon and safely as you 
can. Doing this as visibly as you can will help make 
sure the tailgunner sees and assists you 

Top Cats Chuck & Maureen Prettyman, Jim & Jeri 
Heniff, Paul & Lynette Mackowick, John LaMonica, 
Bob Carmody, and Brian Rainy headed west from the 
BP station in Starks a little after 8:00 AM. By 10:00 
AM, we were in Savanna at another BP station top-
ping off our fuel tanks with non-ethanol premium gas. 
It does make a difference! With only 50 miles remain-
ing to Dubuque, this rest stop was a leisurely one. 
Motorcycling experiences were shared as we replen-
ished our bodies with liquids in the only shade readily 
available under the eave of the building. 

The temperature continued to rise as we crossed the 
Mississippi on the blue steel grated bridge and into 
Iowa. The group passed through the town of Sabula 
and continued on route 52 NW paralleling the 
Mississippi River. Only 2 towns interrupted the steady 
pace up this winding scenic byway. One of these 
towns, Bellevue, looks interesting and worthy of a stop 
on some ride in the future. The town's park boasts a 
gazebo with an unobstructed view of the Mississippi, 
along with lock and dam #12. 

The harsh reality of the 90 plus degree temperature hit 
us hard on the urban concrete of Dubuque. Just sitting 
at a few stop lights, with the sun beating down and the 
heat radiating up from the pavement, was enough to 
rush us into the air conditioned environs of the Black 
River Grill in historic Bricktown. We all enjoyed 
lunch, especially Bob Carmody. Bob's meatloaf sand-
wich was more like a dinner for a family of four. Did 
he finish his brick of meat? Ask him next time you see 
him. 

The heat at midday made it an easy decision to skip 
the mini tour of Dubuque and get back out onto the 
open road. We saddled up and headed back across the 
Mississippi River and headed into Wisconsin. Except 
for a short side trip through the picturesque town of 
Shullsburg, the group cruised the routes 81 / 11 
detour from Darlington through Argyle and then to 
Monroe. East of Monroe, we headed SE to Beloit on 
81 and then back into Illinois. 

Good roads, good food, and the company of fellow 
Top Cats. It does not get any better than that. 
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